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NJ1605, AB1504, DAZ1904 & DBZ2308 all Clyde/EMD units run 7303 empty wheat train under the Great 

Eastern Highway Bridge through Swan View on December 19th.            Photo Brendan Cherry 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In a tradition that dates back over half a century which commenced with steam trains hauling Santa special 

trains on the original suburban system of Fremantle, Midland and Armadale lines for Boans Department 

store in Perth. Steam locomotives, Boans and locomotive hauled suburban trains have all long gone but EMU 

services with Santa and his helpers on board have run on all lines. Two afternoon services ran from Thornlie 

and Midland on December 21st, Rockingham [on Mandurah line] and Fremantle on 22nd, Clarkson and 

Armadale on 23rd to Perth. These were regular services and unlike the earlier specials they had no distinctive 

headboard or markings.                 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5MP9 SCT Melbourne Perth service had SCT003 fail at Stewart in Kalgoorlie Koolyanobbing section during 

night of December 19th was then detached and left in the loop. SCT006 then hauled the full length, over 

5,500 tonne train without assistance about 500km to SCT Forrestfield. SCT006 hauled 1PM9 return service 

about 2750 tonne out of Forrestfield for Adelaide on evening of 20th. The standard gauge Perth Kalgoorlie 

line is a modern railway, built in the 1960s with a ruling grade of 1 in 150 that allows single GT46C 

locomotives or equivalent to haul heavy trains without assistance. ARG fitters from Kalgoorlie went to 

Stewart on 21st to repair SCT003 to enable it to be driven to Kalgoorlie loco.
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DD2355 runs alumina train through Brunswick on December 3rd crossing another alumina at this busy 

junction of the lines to Collie and Pinjarra.                 Photo Mike Forster 

 
Still with same road number it had when it was ADK682 on Perth suburban system now heavily modified as 

682 for use in Auckland approaches Meadowbank station on December 1st.          Photo Justin Brown 


