
Page 1 of 10 
 

Issue number 168        December 19th 2010       free electronic railway magazine 
WWW.WESTERNRAILS.COM follow West Australian Railscene e-Mag on facebook      Copyright Jim Bisdee © 2011  

DC2213 on 2148 container train waiting to depart Kwinana Yards November 28th.        Photo Kieran Wright 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Construction of the standard gauge Karara line from Morawa to Karara mine site some 80kms east is still 

underway with the line virtually complete from the mine to location of the Koolanooka mine site. From there 

west tracklaying is underway in the section between Yalgoo Road and Murray Road with much of the 

tracklaying in this section complete. Tracklaying is underway at present over the creek beds where a number 

of culverts were constructed and formation was only recently completed. Ballasting of the completed track is 

underway west from Falcon Road adjacent to Koolanooka mine site and Murray Road with a loading site 

some two or so kilometres from end of present running authority at Murray Road.           

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mt Gibson Blue Hills mine north east of Perenjori has commenced production with its ore being hauled by 

road to a loading site on southern outskirts of the town. Sufficient ore had been stockpiled by December 12th 

when first train ran to Perenjori to load adding this town to the growing number of towns in WA where 

mining or loading iron ore now takes place.
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Q4019, Q4005 & Q1012 run 7426 freight past Q4011 DPU on 7414 empty ore at Binduli December 11th.     

Q4019, Q4005 & Q4012 on 7426 pass empty ore at Binduli December 11th.        Both photos Peter Donaghy 
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Mt Lawley Station on the Midland line is the first station to under go an improvement programme to 

enhance their functionality particularly for any person with disabilities. These improvements began on 

December 3rd with station being closed till December 22nd the station will again be temporally from 

January 14th and 30th to enable these works to be undertaken. Mt Lawley Station will have the whole 

platform resurfaced, a new larger and improved shelter, improved lighting, handrails and signage for 

disabled passengers. Thee gap between the EMU railcars and the platform will be minimised to enhance 

safety. The car park will remain open, as will the bridge linking Railway Parade and Whatley Crescent. A 

coaster bus will convey passengers to Maylands Station to board services for the durations of the works. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAZ1901works the loaded rail train discharging rail to be used on the future Leda loop on Perenjori the line 

December 16th this will be the third new loop on this line when commissioned.              Photo John Stephens    

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

From 8:00pm on Friday 16th until the last service on Sunday 18th there will be line closures for the Perth 

City Link works that will affect all services on the Fremantle line with services 10:00am to 10:00pm on 

Saturday and Sunday all departing from platform 1 Perth Underground. On the Midland line all services will 

depart platform 6 and as they trains are not running thought to Fremantle the unusual sight of two services in 

Midland Station at the one time occurs. One service departs just after the other service arrives that has seen 

both platform 2 and 3 in use. On Mandurah, Joondalup, Midland, Fremantle and Armadale/Thornlie lines 

there will be no services after 9:30/10:00pm depending on line with rail replacement bus service operating. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Owing to Fremantle services running out of Perth Underground and connection between Midland/Fremantle 

line not available the rare use of B series EMUs operating regular services on Fremantle line occurred.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lightning strike at Mandurah during an electrical storm about 1610 on December 12th caused significant 

delays south of Rockingham as signalling was knocked out till repaired about 1800 or so.       


