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4335 & 4333 SD70ACes on loaded ore train crossing 6077 AC6000W & 5655 CM40-8M on empty at Bing 

that has all BHPBIO locomotive types in service in this aerial shot October 15th.                Photo Baden Tidd   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Five FMG SD9043MAC locomotives that were rebuilt by Norfolk Southern at Altoona Pa and hauled to 

Norfolk VA for export to Australia were loaded at Lamberts Point around October 13/14th. These 

locomotives together with six General Electric ES44DCi locomotives #8166 thru #8171 were loaded on 

15/16th onto heavy lift ship BBC Congo for delivery to Rio Tinto Dampier in mid/late November. BBC 

Congo will then sail overnight to Port Hedland where the FMG locomotives will then be discharged.        

______________________________________________________________________________________

Delivery of these six ES44DCi locomotives to Rio Tinto will be followed by further three #8172 -#8174 in 

early January and another 12 in April 2012 #8175 thru #8186. When all these locomotives have entered 

service Rio Tinto will have a fleet of 87 EVO locomotives. All these ES44DCi units are fitted with ECP 

braking to match recent deliveries of new ore car rakes similarly fitted.                

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work on the new 8 Mile yard at Dampier is well underway with workshop nearing completion, tracklaying 

will soon to commence as sleepers are being laid out for the new roads. This yard will open in stages from 

November/December and be fully commissioned by early 2012.               
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4359 & 5657 on empty departing Bing for the mines on October 15th.    Photo Baden Tidd 

SCT004 & SCT on 6PM9 block vans at 628km peg on October 15th.          Photo Peter Donaghy 


