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DFZ2401 & DFZ2407 on loaded ore train at Bringo on way to unloaders at Geraldton passing earthworks in 

connection with grade and alignment improvement October 1st.               Photo Phil Melling 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

It appears that BHPB Iron Ore are selling their fleet of 20 SD40 locomotives. These locomotives purchased 

second hand from the USA were delivered in four batches three in November 2003 that included a spare 

parts unit it never saw any use. Six in December 2003, six in June and final six in August 2004 all were 

given extensive overhauls in General Electric San Luis Potosi workshop in Mexico. Five SD40-2s #3081 to 

#3085 were listed for sale by auction on a US auction site available for bids till 1pm CST [US] on 

September 21st. Remaining 15 locomotives SD40Rs #3078 to #3080, #3086 to #3097 were listed on the site 

being available for bids till 1pm CST [US] on October 12th. Usual auction conditions applied with these 

locomotives being offered as is where as is and with the special condition that they must be removed from 

Australia after sale. The bidding on these items has now closed and it is no know if any bids were accepted. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q4008 hauled QRN 6012 light engine to UGR plant at Bassendean on October 10th then it hauled QRN 

6005 on 4155 light engine to UGR on 12th. There are now four 6000 class locomotives 6002, 6005, 6010 

and 6012 being modified to run in WA having detonator detectors, Annettôs keys etc fitted.
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DAZ1901 on 7RT1 rail train Millendon October 8th DAZ1901 later failed at Mogumber.   Photo Jim Bisdee 

A1501 on 7RT1 rail train at Walkaway October 9th after rescuing service at Mogumber.  Photo Phil Melling   


