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ACB4402, 4901 & ACB4401 run D178 light engine works trial from Penrith to Chullora through Rookwood 

NSW on September 9th following earlier D177 run Chullora to Penrith.                  Photo Chris Walters                              

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transport Minister Mr Buswell recently announced that the three year $105million upgrading by local shire 

councils of rural roads had not progressed to a level that would ñsatisfactorily serviceò the upcoming 2011-

12 grain harvest. The roads that would carry the grain displaced by Tier 3 wheatbelt lines that in June went 

on to care and maintenance will not be ready for the forthcoming harvest. The government is investigating 

extending the operational life of York Quairading, West Merredin Trayning and Bruce Rock through to 

Yillimin ning lines with rail infrastructure operator Brookfield Rail that has been asked if it can undertake the 

works to get the lines ready. This extension of these lines would only be for the 2011/12 grain harvest with 

accelerating funding for the road upgrading programme expected to enable its completion by April 2012 

with the roads then being able to carry the 2012/13 harvest. The government has continually stated it can see 

no compelling case to upgrade and continue operation of the Tier 3 rail lines and they will all gradually close 

in line with recommendations of Strategic Grain Network Committee. Farmer and rural organisations 

continue to lobby for the Tier 3 lines retention and upgrading.              
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