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Q4012 on 6056 grain train running past the suburban line at Thornlie July 29th.       Photo Brendan Cherry 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

WestNet Rail announced on August 17th that it will now be known as Brookfield Rail aligning with its 

Canadian asset manager owner Brookfield Asset Management through its subsidiary Brookfield 

Infrastructure Partners. WestNet Rail was obtained in 2009 following Brookfieldôs merger with Prime 

Infrastructure that was originally known as Babcock and Brown Infrastructure. They had in June 2006 

purchased the remainder of the 49 year lease of below rail assets obtained by Wesfarmers and Genesee and 

Wyoming in the December 2000 privatisation of Westrail freight network by the state government. This 

follows the recent name change of the above rail operation to QR National from ARG a QR Company. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

EMU set #305 suffered pantograph damage on service 5596 following leaving Gosnells on its run to Perth 

this caused a severe and long service disruption as power was turned off Cannington to Armadale to allow 

evacuation of passengers and any repair required to overhead. Services operated first to Cannington then on 

to Thornlie with as rail replacement bus service operating Cannington to Armadale. Set #47 that had been 

stranded behind the failed set at Gosnells was used to push the damaged set at reduced speed to Claisebrook 

around 7:20pm with services then resuming at 7:30pm from Armadale and 7:45pm from Perth.     

http://www.westernrails.com/
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L3108 runs 6197 Soundcem shunter to Forrestfield through Thornlie July 29th.        Photo Brendan Cherry     

Pacific National narrow gauge crew car RZNY1 at Islington August 12th.          Photo Andrew Bowden/PNR 


