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ACN4148 & ACN41470n Roe Higway Helena VIIe}uIy 5th only a few kilometres from their final
destination AR®QR Forrestfield workshop after crossing ttentinent. Photo Simon Barber

First brand new narrow gauge locomotives received by ARG/QRN in WA arrived by road from Queenslan
on July 5th beingaken to Forrestfield workshop for unloading and commissioning. This is the first new
narrow gauge locomotive in Wéincecompletionof S3111n August 1998 all other recent narrow gauge
locomotives to arrive iI0ARG were rebuildsACN4147 and ACN4148 are QR4100 class being built by
Downer/EDI at Maryborough Qld are model GT42@Q 2260kw [308hp] Co-Co locomotives.

LZ3107 ran 2C73 light engine to Parkeston toemilempty cement and lime wagarsJune 27tlbut failed
on 2C74 | eaving Parkeston as couldnodot Il ift the
Leonora to West Kalgoorlie Yard was detached and ran 2RT5 to Parkeston to rescue 2@Gid iauback.

LQ3121 on 6410 acid tankers from Hampton to West Kalgodulig 1stfailed south of Great Eastern
Highway Bridge around the 5.8km. Q4012 ran lightieadgrom West Kalgoorlie Yard to rescue the service
and haul it to Wedtalgoorlie Yard.
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ACN4148 and ACN4147 in truck bay at Meckering on July 5th. Photo Lois Wade
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Industrial action by the MUA continues at Port of Esperance with a 48 hour strike Jute A9th1stwith
them returning to work for four hours then going out for a further 24 hours. Loaded trains were stabled at
Gibson and GrasPatcHor the duration of the stoppageEsperance yard was full

Re-railing gang is working between Daniell and Norsermaisperance line with the continuing disruption
to ore trains is being abko enjoy maxnumdaily tradk occupancy.

ACN4148 and ACN4147 minus bogies on road floats at Meckering July 5th. Photo Lois Wade

AC4303 leading locomotive on 4414 empty ore train deraiteduly 6th when set into CBH siding with

south end derailer still in place over the line. The leading hegsederailedut other bogie remained on

track as train was entering loop slowly the remote unit also remained on the track. There were no injuries
crew but the line was blocked for 2.5 hours till the reminder of the train including DPU locomotivdseould
stowed into the CBH siding from the northern ends lbelieved AC4303 was recoverea July 7thafter

being jacked up and slewed back onto the track.

Further Tier3 lines effectively closed on July lafter the government rejected a jposalput forward by

CBH where monies allocated to up grading roadkénTier 3 lines zonwould have beetransferred to
upgrading the rail lia. Bruce Rockrillim inning, York-Quairading and West Merredifirayninghave

closed joining TambellupgGnowangerup and Katannialyyabing lines that have effectively closed for few
years. Under the CBH proposal that they claim a new review shows rail im#i#a cheaper than road

under its new Watco haulage arrangement even though the Strategic Grain NetworkdRadararting

grain on the Tier 3 lines $78 million more expensive. This CBH proposal would have seen all Tier 3 lines
remain open and the Gnangerup and Nyabing lineg lbeconditioned and reuséder 3 lines would have
remained opeat least another 15 years under CBH propapgpkars now all will close over next few years.
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Overhaul of EMU A series set #32 was completed on@lhlyvith it being detailed in the morning then
returning to service for afternoon peak services. EMU set #33 was withdrawn for overhaul on July 6th.

QRNOG s n e w Eastadepotdpas received planning approval and work on this project estimated to cost
some $22 million is expected to commence later in the year.

ARG/QRN existing Narngulu facilities will remain use following completion of the new service facilities
this existingsitewill then be known as Narngulu West.

5631 yard shunter at Nelson Point hauls loaded rake past 4349 on fuel train June 18th. Photo Jim Bis

Mobile flashbutt welder last used on upgrading of Esperance line is now at Nola on Narngulu Mullewa line
where it will see use in connection with upgrading that will commence shortly. Rail has been trucked from
Narnguu stockpile and distributed along the line in readiness for the upgré&iecgnditionedQUT sleeper
wagonghat hae seen extensive use tiracklaying /upgrading departed for Narngulu behind DAZ1903 on

6744 works train ahdg midnight on July 8th.

R1902 and RA212 have spent some time in Gemco Forrestfield undergoing repair and heavy maintenanc
recently ran light engine back to SSRS/Gemco Yard Bellevue on July 5th.

Indonesian built General Electric U22C U201 purchased by an earlier SSRS ownership that has never set
anyuse inWA beng storedat Bellevue was running witlks electrics being checked on July 8th.



