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4350 and further SD70ACe on April 7th lead first loaded ore train of 330 cars two more SD70ACe and two 

AC6000 through cut 5 on new BHP Billiton Iron Ore Chichester Deviation.          Photo John Stephens 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Overcrowding on the Perth Clarkson Northern Suburbs Railway received a lot of media attention then the 

passengers on Perth Midland line raised simular complaints of gross overcrowding on services. No quick fix 

is available for what was the original Perth suburban lines many of the A series EMUôs are now 20 years old 

with probably no replacement for at least another 15 years at the earliest maybe even over 20 years away. 

The platforms on all these lines were shortened for the introduction of EMUôs in the early 1990ôs and all 

now would have to be lengthened to accommodate six car services. Patronage is increasing rapidly with 

increasing population and fuel costs but short of obtaining centre cars as used in Brisbane on same type of 

cars or more cars packed suburban services will be the norm on all lines in Perth.   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wabtec Corporation of Wilmerding Pa in USA advised on April 11th its subsidiary Motive Power of Bosie 

Idaho has signed a contract with CBH to construct 22 new locomotives. This will be a combination of 

standard and narrow gauge locomotives that the builders claim will be fuel efficient and environmentally 

friendly meeting US Tier 2 emissions standards. Delivery is expected to commence in March 2012.

http://www.westernrails.com/
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4334 with nearly every BHPBIO fuel tanker in Port Hedland yard April 11th.          Photo Toad Montgomery 

NR27 & NR74 on late 6SP5 running through Cunderdin April 10th.            Photo Alex Mackay  
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FMG901 first of four SD90MAC-H locomotives to arrive on a 144 wheel low loader at 8km on April 17th. 

FMG SD90MAC-H 903 on 144 wheel float on April 17th.        Both Photos Toad Montgomery 


