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LDP003 & CLP9 run 2PM1 QRN intermodal at High Wycombe on December 13th.        Photo Justin Brown 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In a tradition that goes back to the steam days of the 1950s again this year Transperth ran Santa special 

services on all lines in the week leading up to Christmas. Santa and his helpers were again aboard these 

services but unlike services in 1950s, 60s and 70s that were sponsored by Boans Ltd and those of the 80s that 

had marked special service railcars. These were just regular services that had Santa on board.         

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

All the EMUs in latest order to that has now been completed have entered service with EMU set #94 being 

seen in operation on December 22nd.                   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fourteen shire councils in the wheatbelt have formed an alliance to pressure the state government to retain and 

improve the Tier Three rail lines that have been deemed ñnon economicò they are to be put on care and 

maintenance effectively closing them. This is part of the $179 million upgrade in the wheatbelt that will see 

funding going to improve local roads. Wheatbelt Railway Retention Alliance spokesperson Shire of 

Narembeen CEO Mr Frank Peczka says rail is the safest and most economical way to cart grain and this 

alliance will campaign to keep grain on rail and continue till a suitable resolution is reached.                      
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Forrestfield loco on November 25th looking north with maintenance depot in distance and above ground dual 

gauge turntable in the foreground with QRN locos stabled withdrawn locos stored.             Photo Don Copley 

Historic ex BHP Whyalla locomotive 1251 stored at narrow gauge loco November 25th.    Photo Don Copley 


