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South Spur Rail D51 & D49 run 5MR2 empty wagon movement of 13 AHBF ballast hoppers Two Wells to 

Dry Creek North yard in SA on March 18th being return of AHFB cars to G&WA.           Photo Nathan Pyle 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coote Industrial announced to Australian Stock Exchange on March 23rd sale of Cooteôs South Spur Rail 

Services business to POTA Holdings Pty Ltd [P&O Trans Australia] for $16m cash payable [SSRS was 

bought in mid 2007 for $25m in a cash and share deal] at completion that is expected to be end of April. 

This sale of the South Spur Rail Services business is of goodwill and contracts held by SSRS it does not 

include any locomotives or rolling stock that will still be leased from Greentrains Pty Ltd. South Spur Rail 

Services subsidiaries Monentum Rail and CERT are not included in this sale. This sale comes at an 

opportune time for Coote Industrial that is fighting a hostile takeover from Elph Pty Ltd. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

South Spur Rail Services returned 13 AHFB ballast hoppers that had been on long term lease from G&W 

Australia and had been used on construction of FMG Cloudbreak mine line in Pilbara. The last extensive use 

of these ballast cars was on Midland Mt Lawley dual gauge line upgrading with concrete sleepers last 

winter. D51 & D49 returned these wagons to G&WA on March 18th then returned as 5MR3 light engine to 

stable at SSRS Two Wells siding. D51 & D49 ran 6MR1 light engine from Two Wells on 19th for Parkeston 

that required stabling at Reid from about 1330 on 20th till 0130 on 21st for crews mandatory rest period then 

arriving during morning of 21st at Parkeston and stabling.                                       
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 MA1862 hauls EMU set #89 out of bay 6 at old workshops Midland on March 19th this is the only part of 

the old workshops that still has track connected of the once extensive track network.        Photo Justin Brown   

 

MA1862 runs 5UW2 EMU set #89 on empty car movement through Guildford on dual gauge suburban line 

March 19th that now rarely sees a narrow gauge locomotive hauled train.            Photo Justin Brown 


